
By Jenny Seeman for the AABC’s Archives Awareness Week 2020

Accessibility & Archives



What are Disability Justice and Anti-Ableism?

SURJ (Showing up for Racial Justice) defines ableism as: 

“the fundamental notion that abled-bodied people by virtue of their ‘normal’ minds and 
bodies, are inherently superior to disabled people.” 

See https://www.showingupforracialjustice.org/disability-justice.html for an assortment of 
resources on unlearning ableist behaviour.

https://www.showingupforracialjustice.org/disability-justice.html


Discourse on Disability in Public Spaces

• Q&A with Jaipreet Virdi, Disability Visibility Project, August 10, 2020: https://
disabilityvisibilityproject.com/2020/08/10/qa-with-jaipreet-virdi/  

• Life’s too Short for Someone Else’s Shame: Why I Call Myself a Disabled Writer, Amanda 
Leduc, Disability Visibility Project, September 19, 2020: https://disabilityvisibilityproject.com/
2020/09/16/life-is-too-short-for-someone-elses-shame/  

• Eyoe 2015 - Sara Hendren: https://vimeo.com/134764010  

• “Dying While Black and Brown”: Interview with Joanna Haigood and Antoine Hunter: https://
disabilityvisibilityproject.com/2017/05/03/dying-while-black-and-brown-interview-with-joanna-
haigood-and-antoine-hunter/ 

• My Joy is My Freedom, Keah Brown. In Elle, June 30, 2016: https://www.elle.com/culture/
books/a32983436/my-joy-is-my-freedom-keah-brown-essay/ 
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User Perspectives on Accessibility & Archives

• Archives and the Road to Accessibility, Angela Gallagher. In Perspectives on History, 
July 15, 2019: https://www.historians.org/publications-and-directories/perspectives-on-
history/summer-2019/archives-and-the-road-to-accessibility  

• Archival Assemblages: applying disability studies’ political/relational model to archival 
description, Gracen Brilmyer, 2018. In Archival Science 18, 95-118: https://
link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10502-018-9287-6  

• Patient Experiences of Access to Mental Health Records, Noah Geraci, UCLA Theses 
and Dissertations, 2016: https://escholarship.org/uc/item/79x9w05q
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Resources for Making Archives Accessible

• A Quick Guide to Accessibility and Archives, SAA: https://www2.archivists.org/sites/all/files/
AWG%20Pamphlet%20Rev%209-8-2011.pdf  

• Making Archives Accessible for People with Disabilities, Frank H. Serene, (n.d.): https://www.archives.gov/files/
publications/misc/making-archives-accessible.pdf  

• Best Practices for Working with Archival Researchers with Disabilities, Society of American Archivists, 2010: https://
www2.archivists.org/sites/all/files/BestPract-Disabilities_Researchers_0.pdf  

• Accessibility for Patrons with Service or Support Animals: What you Need to Know. Association of specialized and 
cooperative library agencies, a division of the ALA, 2010:  http://www.ala.org/asgcla/sites/ala.org.asgcla/files/
content/asclaprotools/accessibilitytipsheets/tipsheets/8-Service_and_Suppor.pdf  

• Accessible Spaces: a fragrance free toolkit, Gracen Brilmyer and Alexandra Apollini, UCLA Center for the Study of 
Women, 2019: https://csw.ucla.edu/toolkit  

• Digital Accessibility Courses Round Up, Digital A11y, April 2020: https://www.digitala11y.com/digital-accessibility-
courses-roundup/ 
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Activities

• The Association of Canadian Archivists published Equity Commitments on October 6, 
2020: https://archivists.ca/equity. How will you embody these commitments in your 
organization?  

• Share your favourite archival project related to anti-ableist activism — what do you like 
about it, why is it important, how can other archives replicate it, etc.?  

• Share something that your institution is doing to promote equitable access — this can 
be list of resources you’ve created, a new policy you have in place, a partnership you 
are proud of, a project you are working on, etc.? 

https://archivists.ca/equity


 Share your activity responses & join the 
conversation on Facebook and Twitter! 

 

@ArchivesAssociationBC || @ArchivesAssocBC || #AAW2020


