
By Kat Louro for the AABC’s Archives Awareness Week 2020

Environmental Justice 
in Archives



What is Environmental Justice?

Environmental justice grew out of grassroots activist movements in the 1980s in response to toxic 
waste sites being situated in radicalized communities and the recognition that the benefits of a 
healthy environment is a human right, and has not been distributed fairly in the past. However, 
environmental activism and justice has traditionally presented barriers to BIPOC and lower income 
communities to participate in.  

With this history as a framework, the Environmental Protection Agency's Environmental Justice 2020 
Glossary defines Environmental Justice as “the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all 
people regardless of race, colour, culture, national origin, income, and educational levels with 
respect to the development, implementation, and enforcement of protective environmental laws, 
regulations, and policies.”… (1/2) 



What is Environmental Justice?

… Likewise, Environmental Justice Canada states that environmental justice means a clean environment for 
everyone, not just the privileged, and studies the way marginalized groups have been both disproportionately 
affected by climate change and environmental degradation, while having little participation in crafting 
Environmental Justice policies. Further, Environmental Justice Canada breaks Environmental Justice into three 
components Climate Justice (how climate change will impact different groups on the planet), Food Justice (how 
growing populations and climate pressures will create food insecurity, and pressures on rural incomes), and 
Biodiversity and Indigenous Peoples (the effects of catastrophic biodiversity loss on traditional hunting, fishing, and 
gathering activities).  

For today’s exercises in an archival context, let's define Environmental Justice as the availability of environmental 
information, data, and scholarship for all individuals, regardless of race, colour, culture, income, and educational 
levels to foster meaningful participation in the development of environmental protection policies, laws, and 
regulations. (2/2) 



Environmental Justice Reading List

• What is Environmental Justice and how does it relate to law in Canada? (n.d.). Link: https://
environmentaljustice.ca/   

• Environmental Racism (n.d.). Link: http://www.pollutionissues.com/Ec-Fi/Environmental-Racism.html  

• Shelburne activist tackles environmental racism with new video. Oct. 27, 2020. Link: https://
signalhfx.ca/shelburne-activist-tackles-environmental-racism-with-new-video/#.X5iY4N75qM0.twitter  

• Drinking Water Advisories. David Suzuki Foundation. (n.d.) Link: https://davidsuzuki.org/project/
drinking-water-advisories/  

• Environmental Justice Atlas. (n.d.) Link: https://www.ejatlas.org/ 
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Environmental Justice Reading List 
Continued

• York University. Indigenous Environmental Justice Project. (n.d.) Link: https://
iejproject.info.yorku.ca/   

• Environmental racism in Canada: What is it, what are the impacts, and what can we do 
about it?. Sept. 18, 2020. Link: https://ecojustice.ca/environmental-racism-in-canada/  

• Environmental justice, explained. Youtube Video. Grist. Jan. 26, 2016. Link: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=dREtXUij6_c 
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Archival Environmental Justice Projects

• Project_ARCC: Archivists responding to climate change, (n.d.). Link: https://projectarcc.org/   

• Librarian rushes to archive Alberta’s climate change data before change in government. The Narwhal. Apr. 18, 
2019. Link: https://thenarwhal.ca/librarian-rushes-archive-albertas-climate-change-data-before-change-in-
government/  

• U of T heads ‘guerrilla archiving event’ to preserve climate data ahead of Trump presidency. CBC. Dec. 14, 
2016. Link: https://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/university-toronto-guerrilla-archiving-event-trump-climate-
change-1.3896167  

• Environmental Data & Governance Initiative. Link: https://envirodatagov.org/  

• The Use and Availability of Environmental Activism Collections in Academic Archives. Amy F. Stempler. CUNY 
Academic Works. 2013. Link: https://academicworks.cuny.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?
article=1012&context=si_pubs 
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Archival Environmental Justice Projects 
Continued

• Archivists Against History Repeating Itself: Archives and Climate Justice Teach-in 
Module. Ted Lee. 2020. Link: http://www.archivistsagainst.org/wp-content/uploads/
2020/03/AA-Archivists-and-Climate-Justice-Teach-In-Module.pdf  

• A Green New Deal for Archivists. Eira Tansey. July 30, 2020. Link: http://
eiratansey.com/category/archivists/ 
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Activities

• Share a record or collection from your repository that could be used in an environmental justice 
project. It could be a collection related to environmental stewardship, city planning records, or 
photographs of changes due to environmental disruption in your region.  

• Share something that your institution is doing to lessen its environmental footprint through 
practices, policies, or space redesign. Think about the ways GLAM professionals can make their 
profession more sustainable.  

• Share your favourite archival project related to environmental justice – what do you like about it, 
why is it important, how can other archives replicate it, etc.? 



Share your activity responses & join the 
conversation on Facebook and Twitter! 
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