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Sexual Orientation & Gender 
Identity -Based Justice in Archives



What is Sexual Orientation/Gender 
Identity -Based Justice?

According to GLAAD, sexual orientation is defined as “a person’s enduring physical, romantic, and/or emotional attraction to 
another person.” It also defines gender identity as an individual’s “own, internal, personal sense of being a man or a woman, 
or as someone outside that gender binary” (GLAAD, 2020). 

Sexual orientation/gender identity based social activism is dedicated towards the following objectives:  

• Increased safety for LGBTQ2+ people: 

• LGBTQ2+ affirming protections; and 

• Acceptance and inclusion of LGBTQ2+ people. 

In an archival context, this activism includes collecting and preserving the histories and voices of LGBTQ2+ people, those 
who may not have been recognized or collected by mainstream archival institutions (Gilliland, A. & Flinn, A., 2020). More 
recently, this activism has shifted to include more inter-sectional, trans-inclusive frameworks to ensure that the histories and 
voices of trans and Black, Indigenous, and people of color are being included, highlighted, and celebrated (Brown, 2020).



Sexual Orientation/Gender Identity 
-Based Justice Reading List

• Archivaria 68: Special Section on Queer Archives (Fall 2009) 

• Barriault M (2009). “Archiving the queer and queering the archives: a case study of the Canadian 
Lesbian and Gay Archives (CLGA)”. In: Bastian JA, Alexander B (eds) Community archives: the 
shaping of memory, principles and practice in records management and archives. Facet Publishing, 
London, pp 97–108. 

• Brown, Elspeth H. 2020. “Archival Activism, Symbolic Annihilation, and the LGBTQ2+ Community 
Archive”. Archivaria 89 (May), 6-33. https://archivaria.ca/index.php/archivaria/article/view/13729. 

• Cifor, M. (2016). Aligning Bodies: Collecting, Arranging, and Describing Hatred for a Critical Queer 
Archives. Library Trends 64(4), 756-775. doi:10.1353/lib.2016.0010. 

• Flinn, A., Stevens, M., & Shepherd, E. (2009). Whose memories, whose archives? Independent 
community archives, autonomy and the mainstream. Archival Science, 9(1-2), 71–86. doi:10.1007/
s10502-009-9105-2.

https://archivaria.ca/index.php/archivaria/article/view/13729
http://doi.org/10.1353/lib.2016.0010
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10502-009-9105-2
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Sexual Orientation/Gender Identity 
-Based Justice Reading List Continued

• Gilliland, A.; Flinn, A. 2013. “Community archives: what are we really talking about?” Keynote 
presented at CIRN Prato Community Infomatics Conference, Prato, Italy, October 28-30. 
https://www.monash.edu/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/920626/gilliland_flinn_keynote.pdf  

• Jennex, C. & Eswaran, N (2020). Out North: An Archive of Queer Activism and Kinship in 
Canada. Figure 1 Publishing. 

• Rawson, K.J. 2010. “Accessing Transgender // Desiring Queer(er?) Archival 
Logics”. Archivaria 68 (January), 123-40. https://archivaria.ca/index.php/archivaria/article/
view/13234. 

• Wakimoto, D.K., Bruce, C. & Partridge, H. “Archivist as activist: lessons from three queer 
community archives in California.” Arch Sci 13, 293–316 (2013). https://doi.org/10.1007/
s10502-013-9201-1 
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Sexual Orientation/Gender Identity 
-Based Justice Organizations

The ArQuives, Toronto, Ontario. https://arquives.ca/  
• Founded in 1973 in Toronto, the ArQuives is Canada’s largest LGBTQ2+ archive. Its mandate is 

“to acquire, preserve, organize, and give public access to information and materials in any 
medium, by and about LGBTQ2+ people, primarily produced in or concerning Canada”. 

Australian Lesbian and Gay Archives, Parkville, Australia. https://alga.org.au/  
• The Australian Lesbian and Gay Archives is “the largest repository of historical materials about 

the LGBTIQ experience in Australia. The Archives was established in 1978”. 

GLBT Historical Society Museum and Archives, San Francisco, California. https://www.glbthistory.org/  
• Founded in 1985, the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender (GLBT) Historical Society is 

“recognized internationally as a leader in the field of LGBTQ public history.  The GLBT Historical 
Society collects, preserves, exhibits and makes accessible to the public materials and knowledge 
to support and promote understanding of LGBTQ history, culture and arts in all their diversity”.

https://arquives.ca/
https://alga.org.au/
https://www.glbthistory.org/


Sexual Orientation/Gender Identity 
-Based Justice Organizations Continued

Lesbian Herstory Archives, Brooklyn, New York. https://lesbianherstoryarchives.org/ 
• “The Lesbian Herstory Archives was founded in the 1970’s when a group of women involved in 

the Gay Academic Union realized that lesbian history was “disappearing as quickly as it was 
being made.” Their mission is to gather and preserve records of lesbian lives and activities so 
that future generations will have ready access to materials relevant to their lives.”   

Transgender Archives, University of Victoria, Victoria, British Columbia. https://www.uvic.ca/
transgenderarchives/  

• The Transgender Archives is part of the University of Victoria Libraries. They believe “the 
history of pioneering trans, nonbinary, Two-spirit, and other gender-diverse activists and the 
work they have done on behalf of their communities must be preserved. The Transgender 
Archives is actively acquiring documents, rare publications, and memorabilia of persons and 
organizations that have worked for the betterment of trans, nonbinary, Two-spirit, and other 
gender-diverse people”.

https://lesbianherstoryarchives.org/
https://www.uvic.ca/transgenderarchives/
https://www.uvic.ca/transgenderarchives/
https://www.uvic.ca/transgenderarchives/
https://www.uvic.ca/transgenderarchives/
https://www.uvic.ca/transgenderarchives/
https://www.uvic.ca/transgenderarchives/


Activities

• Share a record from your institution that is related to sexual orientation/gender identity-
based justice.  

• Share something that your institutions is doing in response to contemporary calls for 
sexual orientation/gender identity-based justice activism – this can be a list of resources 
you’ve created, a new policy you have a place, a partnership you are proud of, a project 
you are working on, etc.  

• Share your favourite archival project related to sexual orientation/gender identity-based 
justice activism – what do you like about it, why is it important, how can other archives 
replicate it, etc.? 



Share your activity responses & join the 
conversation on Facebook and Twitter! 
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