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WE’RE IN THIS TOGETHER
Activism can feel daunting, especially in a profession where we focus 
more on the past than the present. Luckily, we are not alone! We are not 
the first, or the last, people to engage in activism. This means that we 
don’t have to reinvent the wheel.  

Here are 5 things we can do right now to engage in archival activism: 



1. VOLUNTEER YOUR SERVICES 
As we know, archiving is not always well understood. 

By reaching out to organizations making change in your area, 
explaining the importance of cultural memory-keeping, and offering 
your services as an archivist, you can ensure that the activist efforts 
being made in your community are not forgotten. 



2. DO THE HOMEWORK 
We live in an age where it is easier than ever to access information. Pick your favourite 
medium and research topic, and dive in! Here are some places to start: 
  

- Check out the AABC’s Archives Awareness Week 2020, 5-days of social media activities 

- Google “activism and archives” 

- Search your favourite library’s holdings by combining some of the following terms: 
‣ archives, activism, Canada, social justice, accessibility, anti-racism, environmentalism/

climate, ableism, language, inclusion, sexuality, gender, politics, diversity, or 
representation 

- Follow archives, archivists, and/or activists you admire on social media 



3. PEEK INTO THE BACKLOG 
Do you have holdings about activism, social justice, and/or marginalized 
communities that are currently inaccessible?  

If yes, make a plan to reduce that backlog! You can start small to avoid 
overwhelm — try committing to 10 minutes a day.



4. INVESTIGATE THE DESCRIPTIONS
Do a quick search to see if any of your record descriptions use 
antiquated or offensive language.  

If yes, try adding more contemporary or appropriate language and a 
content warning.



5. ASK FOR HELP 
We can’t know and do everything ourselves. It’s okay to ask for help.  

- Look into hiring a consultant to help review your holdings for bias. 
  

- If you have records from, about, or involving marginalized 
communities, reach out and get community input on how the 
records are being preserved, stored, and made accessible.  

- Connect with other archivists in your region (or our Regional 
Representatives!) to get their support and perspective.



NOW WHAT?
Activism and social justice aren’t week-, month-, or year-long 
commitments. They require daily planning, practice, and work!  

By reflecting, learning, planning, taking consistent action, and 
recognizing where we have room for improvement, we can ensure that 
archival practice continues to improve, evolve, and serve all Canadians.


